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SAFETY INFORMATION

Please note that the event site is glass free. This means no glass bottles or containers 
are allowed on the event site. During the parade you cannot drink alcohol as most of 
the city streets are alcohol free areas.

Please ensure that you wear suitable clothing and footware, remember to use sun 
cream and drink plenty of water. We will be operating Challenge 25 throughout the 
day, so please bring identification with you. We have a zero tolerance on any form of 
hate crime, if you experience or witness any, please
report it to my security team.

I hope you enjoy Leicester Pride 2016, rest assured that
public safety and your welfare is my top priority.

Craig Thorpe, Security & Safety Operations Director
E-mail: security@leicesterpride.com

MAP KEY
1 Rainbow & Dove
2 Dover
3 Bossa
4 Helsinki
5 Curve Theatre
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WELCOME

Once again Ladies and Gentleman, it’s that time of year and it gives me great 
pleasure to welcome you to the eighth annual Pride festival, our biggest and best 
event yet!

This year we have such a great line-up for you on the main stage, so relax and soak 
in the atmosphere whilst we give you with some of the best entertainers that Leices-
ter has to offer.

If you can manage to tear yourself away from the main stage, there are many other 
attractions for you to enjoy. Our very own DJ tent will be returning for the fourth year 
in a row where you will be able to dance to tracks played by a variety of the best DJs 
from the Leicester scene. For those of you who love to shop, the Pride Market will be 
packed with an eclectic mix of stalls offering a variety of goods, advice and support.
If all of the above is not enough we are happy to announce that we will be joined by 
Billy Bates Fun Fair who will be offering rides and games for you to enjoy whilst help-
ing us all celebrate together.

According to tradition, the parade will set the festival off in style. Starting at Curve 
theatre, the famous rainbow flag will flow through the streets of the city make its way 
to the main event on Victoria Park.

We celebrate Pride this year and remember those who are still victimised and whose 
liberties others would have taken away from them. Our hearts go out to the victims of 
Orlando this year and Leicester sends its love and support to our innocent brothers 
and sisters who were brutally attacked. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to all those involved in 
organising and supporting Leicester Pride. Each year becomes more challenging for 
the committee to raise funding and find time within their busy schedules to plan this 
event and this year has been no exception. The team have worked harder than ever 
to bring to the City of Leicester a festival that we can all be proud of. Thank you once 
again to the team for all your hard work and a big thankyou to our sponsors for your 
ongoing and unwavering support.

I wish you all a happy, safe and memorable Pride.

Martyn Parker
Leicester Pride Chairman



The Leicester Pride Ball once again returns to The City Rooms, Leicester.

David Stinson will kick off the night’s entertainment before Lea Martin and Miss Marty, 
your hosts, take you through an unforgettable evening with ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ final-
ist La Voix and ‘The Voice UK’ finalist Vangelis.

Mark Elliot will provide a live acoustic whilst you enjoy a three course meal before 
this years Unsung Hero Award winner is announced.
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U N S U N G  H E R O  A W A R D

Each year, Leicester Pride presents an award to recognise those who have made 
outstanding contributions to the our community. The winner will be announced at the 
Leicester Pride Masquerade Ball 2016. This years finalists are:

LISA VINE
Young Transgender Centre of Excellence

Lisa is passionate about the LGBT com-
munity and got the Centre of Excellence 
for Trans Youth up and running. She 
works unbelievably hard on this project 
offering support & guidance 24/7 provid-
ing emotional support for parents and 
carers as well.

VERONICA NALL
Trade Sexual Health

Veronica is a senior member of Leices-
ter’s Trade Sexual Health team and has 
shown unrivalled support to both the 
community & Leicester Pride over her 
very successful and rewarding career.

DENNIS BRADLEY
Project Manager, Leicester LGBT Centre

Dennis is currently the public face of 
Leicester LGBT Centre, he has led the 
Centre’s very successful counselling 
service & works with many other organi-
sations including Silver Slippers over 50s 
Group.

PAUL FITZGERALD
Equality Lead, EMAS

Paul has worked tirelessly in equalities 
for many years and his hard work has 
broken down many barriers. He now 
works for EMAS pathing the way for 
LGBT rights.

JAMES COCKERILL
Indigo Bars & Leisure

James has supported Leicester’s LGBT 
Community ever since his first venue, 
The Rainbow & Dove opened. Over the 
year’s he has supported Pride and also 
sponsored local groups/teams.

Thank you to everyone who voted 
and good luck to all of our finalists.

A special thanks to Emery Johnson 
Astills for sponsoring this years 
award.
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DJs

Lisa Lashes
Main Stage, 7pm

The worlds no. 1 
female DJ returns 
to her home town. 
When not in Leicester, 
Lisa still tours the 
world with her unique 
sound.

Robbie Lewis
Main Stage, 
6:30pm

XY resident and 
Nightingale regular, 
Robbie plays big 
room house, trap and 
commercial remixes.

Zoe Clegg
DJ Tent, 4pm

She rocked Bourne-
mouth Pride this year 
and is a resident 
The Exchange. Now 
Zoe joins us for her 
Leicester Pride debut.

DJ Shylo
DJ Tent, 1pm

Shylo was a resident 
at Quebec for many 
years and hosts his 
own show on TraxFM 
called ‘The Sunday 
Shakedown’

Rob Lambeth
DJ Tent, 3pm

Helsinki resident Rob 
has the Leicester 
scene on lock down. 
His reign continues 
with a peak time 
performace in the DJ 
tent.

Simon Baker
DJ Tent, 5pm

Nightingale veteran 
Simon Baker head-
lines the DJ Tent this 
year, bringing us his 
quality mash ups and 
big room sound.

DJ Remusik
DJ Tent, 2pm

Leicester local Remus 
Williams makes his 
debut at Leicester 
Pride 2016 playing 
the latest R&B, bash-
ment, funky house.



10

LINE UP

1:00PM  Deputy Lord Mayer

1:05PM  Lea Martin & Miss Marty

1:15PM  Fanny Burns

2:00PM  Lea Martin

2:20PM  Giorgia Robson

2:40PM  BenjaminBNG

3:00PM  Miss Marty

3:20PM  The Vision

3:45PM  KY Kelly

4:00PM  Nikk Mager

4:30PM  Vangelis

5:00PM  Nicki French

5:30PM  Kelly Wilde

6:00PM  Angie Brown

6:30PM  Robbie Lewis

7:00PM  Lisa Lashes

note: acts and performance times are subject to change without notice

1:00PM

DJ Shylo

2:00PM

Remusik

3:00PM

Rob Lambeth

4:00PM

Zoe Clegg

5:00PM

Simon Baker

MAIN STAGE DJ TENT
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ARTISTS



Leicestershire’s Emergency Services
Stand Together #ByYourSide  
Keeping You Safe With Pride

There will be a chance to meet police, 
fire and public sector staff

Leicestershire
Police

protecting our communities
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JAMES COCKERILL

James Cockerill
Age
37

Star sign
Leo

Managing Director
Dover Castle
Rainbow & Dove
Helsinki

When did you first realize you were gay & who did you tell first?
Probably when I was 12 but didn’t really confront it till I was 18. I was raised in Grimsby 
in the 80’s, we were just getting an Asian family owning the local corner shop so that 
was enough a revelation! I told my mum first and called her when I was working one 
day from a phone box.

What would you say to a younger you if you had the chance?
Don’t dump your A Levels, Stay at college and go Uni! I’m happy with how it panned 
out but I started working at McDonald’s m, went into Sales, then Hospitality and even-
tually buying my own pub. I never thought I’d have 4, so it’s still kinda punch me type 
of thing would you believe!

What was the first LGBT venue you went to?
It was the Admiral Duncan in Nottingham on the first date with someone who then 
became my first boyfriend. Walked in, place was packed, literally like a sweat box and 
this really tall guy knew we’d just met and shouted out ‘Oh my god, we’ve got newly 
wed’s’! I could have died!  Sadly I don’t keep in touch with my first boyfriend anymore, 
but that period of my life was one of my best.

Continued overleaf.
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JAMES COCKERILL

What did you want to be when your were growing up?
Really want to know that? A bus driver! Don’t ask! Haha

What made you open your first LGBT venue?
I never even considered a pub, I wanted a coffee shop with my partner at the time.
But the estate agent who was gay himself declined our offer on a unit because we 
had no experience. So we walked up the street and the Rainbow & Dove was up for 
let. We never looked back and when I think about it, I’m glad that guy declined us 
both as I wouldn’t change the path it took me on.

What has been your highlights of working in Leicester?
I arrived in Leicester when I was 19 from Grimsby. I met someone online who lived 
in Shepshed and as much as I’m proud of where I’m from, im a proper Leicester boy 
now and have really enjoyed the last 19 years here! As the Gay scene evolves into an 
even more vibrant accepting scene I believe people want a great night out, a great 
mojito, coffee with their mates, all in a gay environment. It’s become slightly smaller 
but the UK’s gay scene is still as popular as ever and as time goes by, gay people and 
their straight mates demand fantastic service, amazing drinks and a great place to 
either chill out or party! I’ve really enjoyed my time here and I’ve got afew more years 
to go yet. Though I have a real passion to be outside and be by the sea so I think 
when the times right, I’d love to be on the south coast m, maybe even have a b&b.

Where do you see yourself and your venues in ten years time?
Something tells me, it’ll be a busy pub, mad on a Saturday and I’ll be doing the same 
thing, with the regulars, wiping the tables, collecting the glasses and doing what I 
love.

I love being the pub landlord and it’s something I think I was meant for.

2009 Today



No matter when you need us, Emery Johnson Astills 
Solicitors are here to work with you with pride and respect. 
Let our experts put your mind at rest. We can help with:

Call 0116 2554855
Leicester | Loughborough | Coalville | johnsonastills.com

Our Pride
In Your 
Pride

• Donor Consent Process

• Pre-nuptial Agreements

• Wills and Probate

• Lasting Powers of
Attorney

• Separation and Divorce

• Conveyancing

• Domestic Violence

• Court of Protection

• Adoption and 
Surrogacy

• Road Traffic Offences



MAP KEY

 EVENT STAGE

 FOOD/DRINK

 COMMUNITY

 MARKET STALLS

 TOILETS

 FIRST AID

 EVENT CONTROL
 & LOST CHILDREN
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NIGHTLIFE

Rainbow & Dove
Charles Street - Cafe Bar

Dover Castle
Dover Street - Cabaret Bar

Bossa
Granby Street - Cafe Bar

Helsinki
Rutland Street - Nightclub
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DESTINY ACHIEVED?

Another year has passed and we are celebrating Pride 2016. Last year I wrote about 
Pride’s relevance in today’s world and why it was still important for the LGBT commu-
nity.

On reflection of what was written it occurred to me that with each year that passes 
the LGBT identity is changing. We still proudly walk through the streets waving the 
famous rainbow flag and walk with our brothers and sisters to celebrate diversity and 
inclusion but how many of us consider the reasons for doing so?

Do some walk because they want to raise awareness for the LGBT community? Do 
some walk to prove to society that “they’re here, queer, get used to it”. Do some just 
march to be part of the event? Whatever we march for, in the next 5-10 years, will 
those reasons still be valid, will the need to raise awareness still exist. Is that what we 
want, is that what we are working towards?

The right for same sex partners to marry was made legal in 2014, how long will it be 
until the next generation forgets that it was ever not an option. How many of us can 
remember when being gay was illegal and how many of us have personally been dis-
criminated against? It was with all that in mind I considered for the LGBT community, 
is it “destiny achieved”, is there anything that we still need to campaign for and if not, 
what will you march for next year?

In June 2016 49 innocent people from the LGBT community in Orlando were viscous-
ly shot down for no other reason than hate. Many people called this attack an act of 
terrorism. I personally saw it as an act of hate.
Every day there are stories about gay and lesbian people who feel so victimised that 
they have chosen to take their own lives. There are trans people who are still afraid 
to be themselves in work and in public.

Statistics show that depression and poor health is more prevalent in the LGBT com-
munity and for some being who they are is the loneliest and isolating feeling there is.
So when I question what will people march for and is “destiny achieved”, I come to 
the conclusion that whilst there is still ignorance and hate in the world aimed at any 
minority, then there will always be a reason to march. 

Those who attack the LGBT community target the most resilient and creative people 
in the world and I’m proud to walk the streets holding my rainbow flag up high, I will 
walk for my own freedoms but also for those I’ve mentioned above.
Here’s to a happy and safe pride and here’s to a future when a pride march will be 
nothing more than reminder that hate can be beaten.

A thought piece by a local
LGBT community member



trade



zone
ad goes here
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COMMUNITY

Market Stalls

Pick up some fantastic gifts from Leicester Pride’s Market & Community
Stalls. Pop by and have a look at all the great things the Leicester LGBT
community have to offer. Whatever you may be looking for, be it rainbow flags, 
jewellery, clothes,  or even getting your face painted, you will find it here. 

Don’t miss the wide range of sweet and savoury food outlets. Visit Trade or the  
LGBT Centre, to name a few, who will be handing out advice and information or 
simply drop by just to meet new people. There is something for everyone.

Billy Bates Fun Fair

For all you young at heart. Come along to our funfair provided by Billy Bates & 
Sons, there will be plenty of great attractions at this year’s event to help all you 
thrill-seekers put a little more spice in to your day. Just keep screaming if you 
want to go faster!

There are also smaller rides available for all of the family to enjoy. 



Guess WhoFOSTERS?

Come along to a ‘fi nd out about fostering’ event

County Hall, Glenfi eld LE3 8SA 6.30pm - 8pm
0116 305 0505 | fosteringandadoption@leics.gov.uk

www.fosteringleicestershire.com |     fosteringleicestershire

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

Guess Who
FOSTERS

UPCOMING EVENTS

?

Thursday 25th August | Wednesday 14th September 
Tuesday 4th October | Wednesday 26th October

Thursday 17th November | Thursday 8th December

Be proud.

/@leicester_news

/leicestercitycouncil

Leicester City Council proud 
to support Pride

leicester.gov.uk 

Celebrating Leicester’s diversity
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THANK YOU

A BIG THANK YOU to all our principal partners and sponsors, without whose financial 
support this LGBT festival would simply NOT be possible. 

 

  

  

Also thanks to our partners:

Barratt Homes, Bakers Waste, BBC Radio Leicester, Billy Bates Fun-fair, City Rooms, CHL 
Catering, Curve Theatre, Dover Castle, Emery Johnson Astill, Ramada Encore, Gay-
StarNews, Gaydar Radio, Helsinki, Jaspers, Leversedge Telecom Services LTD, Leices-
tershire Fire & Rescue, Leicestershire Constabulary, Leicester City Council, Leicester 
LGBT Centre, Leicester Mercury, Leicester Sound & Lighting, Lea Martin, Miss Marty, 
Moving Lights, Nuffield Health, OutBar, Rainbow & Dove, St Johns Ambulance, Sytner 
BMW, Trade, Unite Union, Midlands Zone Magazine

...and many more, which without whom the event would not be possible. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank the pride team and all their hard 
work, finally we wish you all a happy and safe Leicester Pride 2016! 
  






