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Hello and a warm welcome to everyone at Leicester Pride 2022: One of your largest, free LGBT+ festivals in the UK.
We’re so happy to invite you all back to Victoria Park, with a stellar line up on the main stage, a wonderfully informed sexual health team, and a fully represented scene to incorporate everyone, regardless of gender, sexuality,
or ethnicity.

NEW
WALK

Our mission this year not only encapsulates our long standing history of acceptance and inclusion, but we also
stand to represent and withstand the resistance we all feel in these modern times.
The last few years have taught us that we are not only on a wonderful journey of change and growth, but just how
much more we need to do to push our cause forward.
New

There have been setbacks: The ‘don’t say gay’ bill in the USA seems like we’re taking a step backward. The war in
Ukraine has shocked us all into thinking we are losing the fight. We are not.

walk

This is a reminder that those who try to diminish us are scared and that change is coming. It’s coming: Whether
they want it or not.

FINISH HERE
VICTORIA PARK

SAFETY INFORMATION

Please note that the event site is glass free. This means no glass bottles, alcohol or containers are allowed on the event site.
During the parade you cannot drink alcohol as most of the city streets are alcohol free areas.
Please ensure that you wear suitable clothing and footware, remember to use sun cream and drink plenty of water. We will
be operating Challenge 25 throughout the day, so please bring identification with you. We have a zero tolerance on any form
of hate crime, if you experience or witness any, please report it to my security team.
		
		
		
		

At the time of print there are no COVID restrictions in place for the planned date of this event,
however, should there be any change, we will follow any local council or national government
advice and guidelines. I hope you enjoy Leicester Pride 2022, rest assured that public safety and your
welfare is my top priority.

		Craig Thorpe
		
Security & Safety Operations Director
		E-mail: security@leicesterpride.com
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NO DRUGS

Whilst there is still so much confusion and fear that we must overcome; there is a greater acceptance and change
in our world which inspires us, which will allow us to further the undoing of hatred and ignorance that is distributed
by the media and the uninformed, creating a better place for all.
We here at Leicester Pride stand with all of you. Regardless of your sexuality, gender, religion or background, we
wish to inform, inspire and instil a sense of freedom, acceptance and inclusion. We do this for a brighter future and
a greater city to live in, around and, amongst others.
Keep that flag flying for whatever positivity you posses in you. Change has come. Remember, in the words of the
great American poet Maya Angelou:
‘In the end, people will not remember what you wore, what you said, but how you made them feel’.
Glitter is like happiness. Spread it around and make it sparkle.
With love,
Leicester Pride
Martyn Parker				Simon Harrison
Chair of Leicester Pride Committee			
Event Manager
					Craig Thorpe
					Security & Safety Operations Director

NO GLASS

NO SHARPS

NO ALCOHOL
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MAIN STAGE

Lea Martin
Master of Ceremonies

Marty Smith
Host

Jaymi Hensley
Host

George Shelley
Host

Our master of ceremonies returns again to the Leicester Pride stage, setting it ablaze with his super sharp
wit and genuine warmth. Lea first cut his teeth in
Leicester with his alter ego ‘Cassie’ back in 2000 when
he moved here from his original home city of Stoke.

Marty is an award winning drag queen who has worked
across the Midlands for over 23 years.

Jaymi has carved a career in both broadcasting and
theatre. Jaymi toured the UK starring as Joseph in
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat.

Aside from Union J George has gone on to present
London’s #1 Radio Show Capital Breakfast alongside
Dave Berry and finished runner up in ITV’s fifteenth
series of I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here!

He worked at the Dover Castle before moving on to
what he calls his spiritual home, ‘Streetlife’ where he
spun the decks for nearly half a decade. Some of the
best times of his (and her) young life!

He has hosted Leicester Pride for the last 10 years.
After having retired his drag alter ego 2 years ago,
Marty took some time away. Leicester Pride is thrilled
to be welcoming him back onto the main stage in 2022.

Jaymi also recently headed a sell out run at Edinburgh
Fringe Festival with new drag show Queenz, and he is
one of the main presenters weekly on the UK’s first
dedicated LGBTQIA2S+ national radio station Hits Radio
Pride for Bauer Media.

George has also had a successful acting career,
appearing in ITV’s Benidorm and BBC3’s Murder in
Successville.

Lea has been living in the sunny seaside town of
Bournemouth for the past 17 years, but makes sure his
diary always keeps Leicester’s Pride events free. He
reclaims his platform this year with a myriad of friends
to entertain everybody in Victoria Park.

You may remember Marty from The Nightingale Club
and other vanues across his home city, Birmingham.

Jaymi is a regular host for RuPaul’s Drag Con UK with
World of Wonder, and he is a proud campaigner for the
LGBTQIA2S+ movement!

A decade on, all four original members of Union J are
reuniting to celebrate their 10th Anniversary,
performing at London’s iconic, illustrious West End
Theatre, The London Palladium, on 28th May 2022.

‘You can’t find better people, better food or greater
love than in this diverse, unique melting-pot of a city!’
Happy Pride 2022
6
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MAIN STAGE

Woody Cook
Woody’s life experiences of being born into a very
artistic family have given him a unique outlook on life.
Always looking on the bright side and being the first to
help others when he can, he believes that if you give a
little love then it all comes back to you. He is also well
aware of the fact that in order to succeed, books and
life experience are second to none.
So Woody throws himself into everything he does from
reading, presenting, speeches and music. After a brief
modeling stint Woody found himself wrapped up in the
incredible experience that was Channel 4’s The Circle,
in which he got to the final in order to prove that being
yourself was still a viable option in the world.
His friendly and genuine while entertaining persona
then landed him sitting next to his Mum on Series 2 of
Celebrity Gogglebox which he still does to this day.
Besides the TV, you may find Woody DJing across the
country with his music & media label Truth Tribe. A
company he co-owns which provides musical events
8

The Dolly Show
and online videos centred around music, mental health
and education. He also is incredibly passionate about
mental health, sexuality, race, environmental issues,
and has recently done a talk at Cambridge University
on mental health and unity.
In the future Woody hopes to continue to present his
truth throughout the projects he is involved in. More
DJ events, more videos online and interviewing artists;
plus a further focus on presenting or other TV work.
It may seem on the surface like Woody is doing a lot
but he has proven himself more than capable and
continues to prove that he is more then the sum of his
parents, with the help of his friends.

As seen on BBC ONE and voted the U.K’s BEST Dolly
Parton Impersonator by The Agents Association of
Great Britain, West End star - Kelly O’Brien is country
legend Dolly Parton.

“Looks, sounds and speaks like Dolly….treat yourself to
this seriously fun night out.”
Time Out

The only Dolly Parton impersonator to be invited to sing
with Dolly Parton’s band in Nashville. Finalist of the
#jolenechallange on Twitter and currently touring her
U.K theatre show - THE DOLLY SHOW.

“Talk about star quality. It is clear why she is the
Number One Dolly impersonator in the U.K!”
Best Gay Life

Kelly, a world-class entertainer with stunning vocal
and flawless comic timing brilliantly captures the
voice, verve and voluptuousness of the little lady from
Tennessee.

“UK’s Number One Dolly Parton Tribute”
Daily Mirror

From the 22-inch waist to the 32G bust, she captivates
audiences around the world with Dolly’s famous
mountain soprano. It’s like Dolly is right there in the
room with you.
Regarded as the BEST Dolly impersonator in the world.
You don’t want to miss this show!
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MAIN STAGE

Jax Hall
Inspired by Adele

Amy X
A tribute to Amy Winehouse

Missie Jay

Andrea Kenny

Jax Hall’s ‘Inspired By Adele Show’ is packed full of the
greatest hits from Adele’s chart storming albums 19,
21, 25 & 30.

Stacey Lou presents ‘AMY X‘ A Tribute , inspired by the
one and only amazing Amy Winehouse.

Leicester born and bred Missie Jay was dragged up at
Leicester Pride when she was 16! Since then, Missie has
been fortunate enough to be a full time drag queen,
with weekly reseidencies in Manchester, Blackpool and
Liverpool.

Andrea Kenny former front woman for popular
Leicester gypsy/folk band The Brandy Thieves.

Also in 2021, Missie headlined at the world famous
Funny Girls cabaret bar! Missie now headlines her own
show in Blackpool at Sapphires!

Raw blues tinged vocals, heartfelt folk melodies with
lyrics that weave tales of lessons in love & loss.

Combine this with replica costumes, a demanding
stage presence and beautiful vocals that can be
closely compared to the pop diva herself. Jax brings to
life the hits you love to sing to, cry to and shake your
hair to.

There’s certainly no stone left unturned when it comes
to her Amy tribute. Stacey not only brings the swagger
of Amy but the raw emotion and flawlessness in
her vocals too, not to mention her mannerisms and
characteristics .
Making it a true celebration of Amy’s music. Followed
by a second set of completely mixed covers from Party
songs, rock, rock n roll, indie, reggae, ska and much
more!
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Singer/songwriter performing & writing music with
bands all over the globe.

Missie is so happy to be back at Leicester Pride
this year!
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MAIN STAGE

The WestEnders

The WestEnders are an internationally acclaimed
musical theatre group formed by cast members from
the London production of Les Miserables.
They have performed at theatres around the UK, and
toured Europe, Asia and regularly appear as Headliners
for some of the world’s most prestigious cruise lines.
They have released three best selling albums which
can be found via their website www.thewestenders.
com One of the WestEnders is Jill Nalder, the inspiration behind It’s A Sin.
Jill recently published her memoirs Love From The Pink
Palace and continues her work as an ally for the LGBTQ
community. This work is supported and continues with
WestEnders who are members of and / or allies of this
community. Love is Love! La!

DJs

Dover Castle Cabaret
Lady Imelda, Trixie Lee, Aunty Ginger

Woody Cook
7pm

Soriah & Robbie

Son of Fatboy Slim and
Zoe Ball, Gogglebox
regular and up and
coming DJ Woody Cook
will close the main
stage at Leicester Pride
2022.

They are going back to
back on the main stage
to get you warmed
up for the headline
performance. Soriah &
Robbie are residents at
Nightingale club,
Birmingham.

Andy Smith
5pm

Soriah & Robbie

Your final act in the DJ
Tent. Andy is a resident
at Helsinki, Leicester
and veteran of the
Midlands’ club scene.

They are going back
to back in the DJ Tent
where anything goes!
Soriah & Robbie are
residents at
Nightingale club,
Birmingham.

Simon Harris

Just Craig

3pm

2pm

Back for his second
year at Leicester Pride,
Simon Harris is a
resident at The
Nightingale Club,
Birmingham.

Making his Leicester
Pride debut, Craig will
be playing funky house
and disco/new age
disco.

6pm

4pm

FB/Insta/Twitter @westenders5678
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PA RT Y N I G H T S
TIMINGS
18:30 Arrival drinks reception | 19:15 Guests to be seated for dinner
19:30 Festive dinner to be served | 00:30 Last orders at the bar | 01:00 Carriages

DAT E S
F R I D AY

25

TH

S AT U R D AY

F R I D AY

26

2

TH

ND

S AT U R D AY

3

RD

F R I D AY

S AT U R D AY

9

10 TH

TH

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

£ 6 0.0 0
p er p e rs o n

£60.0 0
p e r p e rs on

£75.00
p er pers o n

£75.00
per pers on

£ 75 .0 0
pe r pe rson

£ 75 .0 0
pe r pe rson

T H U R S D AY

F R I D AY

S AT U R D AY

S U N D AY

W E D N E S D AY

T H U R S D AY

17

18

15

TH

16

TH

TH

TH

21

ST

22 N D

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

£ 5 5.00
p er p e rs o n

£75 .00
p e r p e rs on

£75.00
p er pers o n

£55.00
per pers on

£ 5 5 .0 0
pe r pe rson

£ 5 5 .0 0
pe r pe rson

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO BOOK

W I N STA N L E Y H O US E .CO.U K / C H R I STM AS
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Driving Diversity
and Inclusion

Proudly supporting Leicester Pride 2022 with our partner

sytner.co.uk
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shell.co.uk
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FIRE EXIT
TRADE / NHS
MAIN STAGE

LGBT CENTRE

BAR
TOILETS

FOOD

EVENT CONTROL
FIRST AID

FUN FAIR

ENTRANCE

MARKET STALLS
SYTNER GROUP
AGGREGATES IND.

FIRE EXIT
999 LGBT
CHILL OUT
BAR

FREE PRIDE BUS

DJ TENT

FIRE EXIT

A free Pride bus service will be
running from the Rainbow &
Dove to Victoria park throughout
the day.
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NO DRUGS

NO GLASS

NO SHARPS

NO ALCOHOL
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City of Leicester NEU
From Section 28 to Now – What
role do educators play?
Every child is entitled to an education that supports
the development of their knowledge and skills as
well as their personal development towards a healthy
adulthood. However, LGBT+ students still face many
challenges in education. Education must be inclusive
to reduce the barriers and challenges for LGBT+
children and young people and support them to have a
sense of belonging and safety in their school.
In 1988, Margaret Thatcher’s despicable Conservative
government legislated Section 28 to ‘prohibit the
promotion of homosexuality by local authorities’. This
meant that by law, teachers were not allowed to teach
or talk about homosexual relationships.
Schools “shall not intentionally promote homosexuality or publish material with the intention of promoting
homosexuality“.
Schools “shall not promote the teaching… of the
acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family
relationship“.

According to the Stonewall School Report of 2017:
• 45% of LGB students are bullied at school, including
• 64% of trans students
• 61% of LGBT+ young people have self-harmed
• 45% of young trans people have attempted to take
their own life
53% of LGBT+ students say there isn’t an adult at
school they feel they can talk to
(https://www.stonewall.org.uk/school-report-2017)
Sometimes, schools don’t realise the importance of
consistently challenging homophobic, transphobic,
and sexist language, taking incidents seriously and
using a preventative holistic approach to attitudes and
cultures.
There is so much good practice to share. The goal must
be to show what is possible and educate about how
LGBT+ inclusion and anti-sexist pedagogy can be part
and parcel of good teaching and positive school values.
There are plenty of places to get support, information and resources on LGBT+ inclusion in schools;
Stonewall, Schools OUT UK, AGENDA, Mermaids, GLSEN,
Educate and Celebrate, Proud Trust, Every Child Every
Family, The Classroom, Mosaic Youth, and Just Like Us –
to name but a few!

One example of fantastic work in Leicester is at The
City of Leicester College. The college has a vibrant
student pride group where an amazing bunch of year 8
and 10 students attend every week at lunch. The whole
college marked LGBT+ history month in February, with
an assembly given to all year groups and in celebrating
pride month in June, the students organised several
events: a film night, cake decorating session and a
bake sale - all raising money for local LBGT+ charities.
All this has resulted in the college winning the first
two badges of the Rainbow Flag Award.
Section 28 has left an indelible mark on education. A
shameful stain which has cost lives. However, things
are changing and we all need to be brave. Educators
need to bring about this change faster so that all young
people feel safe and validated. No child should feel
alone or that who they are is wrong.
www.neu.org.uk
Proud to support LGBTQIA+ Educators
The National Education Union stands up for the future
of education. It brings together the voices of more than
450,000 teachers, lecturers, support staff and leaders
working in maintained, academies and independent
schools and colleges across the UK, to form the
largest education union in Europe.

Disturbingly, this legislation remained law until 2003
and even after Section 28 had been repealed, it left a
damaging legacy in schools and colleges. Stigmatising
the LGBT+ community for decades, it’s taken a lot to
start to right the wrongs of the past.
Despite the efforts of so many schools, it is still the
case that many young people hear, share and express
homophobic, transphobic and sexist attitudes and
language on a frequent basis. This is harmful and
undermining to students who are LGBT+ or who are
questioning their gender identity.
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19 NOV – 8 JAN

’S
CHRISTMAS
MUSICAL
SPECTACULAR
DIRECTOR NIKOLAI FOSTER
SET DESIGNER COLIN RICHMOND
COSTUME AND PUPPET DESIGNER RACHAEL CANNING
MUSICAL SUPERVISOR AND MUSICAL DIRECTOR GEORGE DYER
LIGHTING DESIGNER BEN CRACKNELL,
PROJECTION DESIGNER DOUGLAS O’CONNELL
CASTING DIRECTOR KAY MAGSON CDG

22

Music by Harold Arlen • Lyrics by E.Y. Harburg
Additional Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber • Additional Lyrics by Tim Rice
Adaption by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Jeremy Sams • From the Book by L. Frank Baum
Based upon the Classic Motion Picture owned by Turner Entertainment Co.
and produced with the permission of Warner Bros. and EMI Music Publishing
By arrangement with The Really Useful Group Ltd
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PROUD TO
SUPPORT PRIDE
HERE AT AGGREGATE INDUSTRIES
We are not only a leading player in the construction materials industry but we are fully committed to equality,
diversity, and inclusion. We are reinventing the way the world builds. To do this we need a world-class team
working together.
"Inclusion at Aggregate Industries means valuing and celebrating differences and encouraging a workplace
where employees feel valued and that they belong to the team and the company." - Dragan Maksimovic, CEO
"While our colleagues help us to become a leader in innovative and sustainable construction solutions, we
promise to help them grow in a dynamic working environment that offers attractive working conditions and
encourages personal and professional development." - James Roberts, HR Director
"There is perhaps a perception that the construction industry isn't open to everyone but at Aggregate Industries,
that couldn't be further from the truth. We're committed to equality and fairness, ensuring that everyone is free
to be their best, authentic selves to work each day." - Aron Simpson-Webb, LGBTQ+ Network Lead

For more information,
please visit: www.aggregate.com
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COME AND JOIN US AT...

Driving Diversity

Inclusion
and Careers
At Sytner Group our recruitment is driven by talent
and ambition, not gender or sexual orientation.
That’s because we know from experience it takes
all kinds of impressive individuals to create an
outstanding team.

SATURDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 2022
VICTORIA PARK

Free & confidential sexual
health services for all
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Fu testing or STIs

Free condoms

(se'ua( transmitted inections)

(C-Card registration & distribution)

leicestersexualhealth.nhs.uk

0300 124 0102

tradesexualhealth.com

As the UK’s ultimate destination for luxury
and performance cars, we have lots of
exciting career opportunities in areas
including Apprentices, Sales,
Technicians, office-based
functions and more.

Find out more
jobs.sytner.co.uk

®™

NEWS MEDIA COMPANY

LEICESTER MEDIA ONLINE
Local News for Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland
www.leicestermedia.online

We want your News stories
Call our 24 hour News Room
0116 233 9000
news@leicestermedia.online
WhatsApp your Pictures and Videos
To 07932 612380

BUILDING
GREAT CAREERS
COME JOIN US AS WE BUILD PROGRESS

LM Leicester Pride Media Team

Leicester Media is proud to be the
Official Media Partner for Leicester Pride

HAVE A HAPPY & SAFE PRIDE
Look out for the official pictures and videos of this year’s event
Follow us on Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube @leicestermedia

Coming soon

A New TV Channel for Leicestershire

Leics TV aims to capture the area’s social, cultural, and ethnic
diversity through a broad spectrum of locally produced content.
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Email : studio@leicstv.co.uk
FreeView* | Virgin* | Sky | Online | Mobile | App
*subject to Ofcom LDTPS Licence

Leics Tv is part of the Leicester Media Group

At Aggregate Industries, we are reinventing the way the world builds. To do this we need a world-class team
working together across the nation, including at our multi-function Support Headquarters in Bardon,
Leicestershire.
We recognise that diversity is key and that our greatest teams have a mix of talent that embraces the power
that human difference brings. We are committed to attracting and retaining talent from every area of our
society and continue to create a culture where every employee is respected, can be themselves, and feel
valued for their unique talents. We strongly believe the construction industry is for everyone and that everyone
should bring their whole self to work, without the fear of being judged.
Together, we build progress.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

logon to https://careers.aggregate.com or
email HR Department: careers@aggregate.com

The Destination For

Luxury and
Performance Cars



Our Leicester dealerships include:
Bentley Leicester
Lamborghini Leicester
Leicester Audi
Porsche Centre Leicester
Sytner BMW Leicester
Sytner Mini Leicester
Sytner Select
Plus 116 more dealerships
nationwide.

Our team is dedicated to encouraging
a work culture where difference is
valued; where everyone feels welcome
and comfortable to be themselves.
Scan to explore
your career
opportunities with
Pick Everard.

Find out more
sytner.co.uk

#PrideAtPickEverard

#BeingPickEverard
#BeingYou

We’re a dynamic multi-disciplinary practice, providing
solutions across the property and construction industry.

Deliver better together.
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At Leicestershire Police we are proud to be an inclusive employer
and pride ourselves on representing the diverse communities we
serve across Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland.

Our LGBT+ network promotes good practices
across our workforce, working tirelessly to make
positive improvements across the organisation,
making Leicestershire Police a truly safe and
pleasant environment to be yourself at work.
We encourage any members of the
Leicestershire Police family to join the LGBT+
network. Many of our members identify as LGBT+
and some are simply great allies, with family
and loved ones that identify from within our
communities.
Our LGBT+ network provides a social and
professional network to all officers, staff and
volunteers, working closely with other support
networks. Our most recent addition to the
network is our ability to increase the numbers
of our LGBT+ Advocates. Our Advocates come
from all walks of life with the desire to help and
support all our LGBT+ colleagues and enables
us to increase our networks visibility across the
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organisation and in most departments, building
stronger relationships between our staff and the
network committee.
Our continued commitment to being an inclusive
employer for lesbian, gay,
bisexual and trans staff saw us being the
highest-ranking police force at 34 in the
Stonewall Top 100 Employers, out of over 400
organisations in the country. We also received a
gold award for our inclusive workplace.
Leicestershire Police are recruiting. If you want
to be part of a family that accepts you for you,
keeping Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland safe
then consider a job with us. So, if you think you
could make the same difference then apply
today!
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THANK YOU
A BIG THANK YOU to all our principal partners and sponsors, without whose financial support this LGBT
festival would simply NOT be possible.
Aggregate Industries, Audio Visual Hire Ltd, Bakers Waste, BBC Radio Leicester, Billy Bates Fun Fair,
Bizzle Clothing, City of Leicester NEU, Curve Theatre, DMU, Dover Castle, East Midlands Ambulance
Service, Hastings Direct, Helsinki, JTH Concerts & Live Events, Leversedge Telecom Services,
Leicestershire Fire & Rescue, Leicestershire Constabulary, Leicester City Council, Leicester City
Football Club, Leicester LGBT Centre, Leicester Media Online, Leicester Sound & Lighting, Melton Youth,
Moving Lights, Pick Everard, Rainbow & Dove, Sytner Group, St Johns Ambulance, Thistle Loo Hire, Trade,
Unite Union
...and many more, which without whom the event would not be possible. We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank the pride team, finally we wish you all a happy and safe Leicester Pride 2022!

LEICESTER MEDIA ONLINE
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13 JUL - 20 AUG

29 JUL – 6 AUG

Leicester’s Ugandan Asian Story at 50

THREE NEW PLAYS
Directed by Mandeep Glover
FINDING HOME DOUBLE BILL

By

Ashok Patel

By

Dilan Raithatha
DIRECTOR NIKOLAI FOSTER CHOREOGRAPHER LUCY HIND
MUSICAL SUPERVISOR & MUSICAL DIRECTOR GEORGE DYER
SET DESIGNER MICHAEL TAYLOR COSTUME DESIGNER EDD LINDLEY
LIGHTING DESIGNER BEN CRACKNELL SOUND DESIGNER ADAM FISHER
CASTING DIRECTOR KAY MAGSON CDG CHILDREN’S CASTING DIRECTOR JO HAWES

A NEW PLAY FOR
CHILDREN
By
Chandni Mistry

Presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International: www.mtishows.co.uk

17 – 21 JAN 2023

