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FOREWORD

SAFETY INFORMATION

BAG SEARCHES ON ENTRY          NO DRUGS          NO GLASS          NO SHARPS          NO ALCOHOL

Please note that the event site is glass free. This means no glass bottles, alcohol or containers are allowed on the event site. 
During the parade you cannot drink alcohol as most of the city streets are alcohol free areas.

Please ensure that you wear suitable clothing and footwear, remember to use sun cream and drink plenty of water. We will 
be operating Challenge 25 throughout the day, so please bring identification with you.

PARADE ROUTE

We have a zero tolerance on any form of hate crime, if you experience or witness any, please report 
it to my security team. I hope you enjoy Leicester Pride 2026, rest assured that public safety and your 
welfare is my top priority.

Craig Thorpe
Security & Safety Operations Director
E-mail: security@leicesterpride.com

This is a love letter to myself, to us, and to the world we are still learning how to build. 
 
There is something quietly radical about simply existing as you are. About waking up and not 
shrinking. About breathing without apology. About letting your life unfold without constantly 
negotiating your right to be here. I want to hold onto that truth gently, like something precious I 
am still learning to believe. 
 
For many of us, that ease has not always been guaranteed. And for many, it still is not. So I write 
this with awareness, but also with tenderness for what has been endured, and for what is still 
becoming possible. 
 
Pride, to me, is not only remembrance. It is a promise I make forward in time. A promise to the 
versions of myself I have been, especially the ones who were unsure, afraid, or learning how to 
take up space in a world that did not always make room. And a promise to the world itself, that I 
will try, in my own imperfect way, to leave it softer than I found it. 
 
I think of those who came before us not only as history, but as a kind of inheritance of courage. 
People who chose visibility when invisibility might have been safer. People who chose love when it 
was not always returned gently. People who kept going anyway. Their lives were not just resist-
ance, they were invitations.  

Invitations to imagine something more compassionate than what existed before them. And now 
that invitation reaches us. Not as pressure, but as possibility. 
 
I want the future to feel different. Not just more equal, but more tender. A world where difference 
is not something to decode or defend, but something to meet with curiosity. Where kindness is 
not rationed.  

Where no one has to earn their right to belong. Where young people grow into themselves without 
first having to survive themselves. 
 
This is the kind of world I want to help build, not perfectly, not all at once, but honestly. With care.  
With listening.  

(continued on next page)
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FOREWORD

With the understanding that empathy is not a destination, but a practice we return to again 
and again. 
 
Pride, at its heart, is not separation, it is connection. It is the recognition that none of us are 
diminished by another person’s freedom. In fact, we grow because of it.  
We become more whole when more of us are allowed to be whole. 
So I carry this forward like a torch, yes, but also like a reminder.  

That I am part of something larger than myself. That I am both shaped by what came before and 
responsible for what comes next. That I can honour the past without being bound by its weight, 
and imagine the future without forgetting its roots. 
 
One day, I hope Pride will feel less like a necessity and more like a memory of transformation, 
a marker of how far we learned to grow into each other with care. 
 
Until then, I will keep choosing presence. I will keep choosing softness where I can. I will keep 
choosing to believe that a more empathetic world is not only possible, but already quietly 
forming in the way we show up for one another. 
 
And I will keep writing this love letter forward, so that the future, when it arrives, feels a little 
more like home. 
 
Happy pride everyone x

Lea Martin 
Stage Manager

Martyn Parker
Chairman

Craig Thorpe
Director

Simon Harrison
Event Manager

DONATE

Leicester Pride is one of the UK’s
largest free Pride festivals

Our aim has always been to keep the festival free to attend for all.
To achieve this we work with many sponsors and partners and we are 

forever grateful to them for their generous contributions.

If you are able, we would welcome you to support us directly. We are a
registered charity and all money is invested into our annual events or 

donated to other local LGBTQ+ charities.

To donate to Leicester Pride, please scan the QR code below.



EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS

www.fordandslater.co.uk

Proud sponsors of Leicester Pride Register your 
interest online

Offers and schemes are correct at the time of printing and may be subject to change. Limited availability, selected plots only. Subject to status, terms and conditions apply. 
Moving schemes not available in conjunction with cash incentives. £99* reservation fee not available on moving schemes. See www.barratthomes.co.uk for full details. 
BDW Trading Limited [number 03018173] whore registered office is Barratt House, Cartwright Way, Forest Business Park, Bardon Hill, Coalville, Leicestershire LE67 1UF. 
“BDW” is a subsidiary of Barratt Developments PLC. *We are the only major housebuilder to be awarded this award 17 years running. "We", "our", "us" refers to the Barratt 
Redrow plc Group brands. Our Group brands include Barratt Homes, Barratt London, David Wilson Homes and Redrow. Prices correct at time of going to press. Advertising 
images may include upgrades as home specification can very. Calls to 03 numbers are charged at the same rate as dialling an 01 or 02 number. If your fixed line or mobile 
service has inclusive minutes to 01/02 numbers, then called to 03 are counted as part of this inclusive call volume. Non-BT customers and mobile phone users should 
contact their service providers for information on the cost of calls.

Wigston Meadows  
O� Seddon Road, 
Wigston, Leicestershire, 
LE18 3UL

Redrow at Wigston 
Meadows. Opening this 
Autumn 2026. 
A collection of premium, 
characterful 2, 3, 4 & 5 
bedroom new homes 
in Wigston. 

Each one is thoughtfully 
designed, with attractive 
period features on the 
outside and modern, 
open-plan living areas 
inside. Plus we can help 
with a premium flooring 
package.

WIGSTON MEADOWS
COMING SOON





barratthomes.co.uk
or call 0333 355 8472

▪ 2, 3, 4 & 5 bedroom homes across the Midlands

▪ Fantastic savings on selected homes, including deposit boosts, mortgage contributions and more*

▪ Are you eligible for our Key Worker Deposit Contribution scheme?

▪ OR, house to sell? Ask about our easy moving schemes

▪ Energy efficiency built in – you could save on your energy bills^

▪ 5 star homebuilder for 17 years in a row+

RESERVE FOR JUST £99* when you bring this into our Sales Centres! 

Offers and schemes are correct at the time of printing and may be subject to change. Limited availability, selected plots only. Subject to status, terms and conditions 
apply. Moving schemes not available in conjunction with cash incentives. £99* reservation fee not available on moving schemes. See www.barratthomes.co.uk for full 
details. BDW Trading Limited [number 03018173] whore registered office is Barratt House, Cartwright Way, Forest Business Park, Bardon Hill, Coalville, Leicestershire 
LE67 1UF. “BDW” is a subsidiary of Barratt Developments PLC. *We are the only major housebuilder to be awarded this award 17 years running. "We", "our", "us" refers 

to the Barratt Redrow plc Group brands. Our Group brands include Barratt Homes, Barratt London, David Wilson Homes and Redrow. Prices correct at time of going to 
press. Advertising images may include upgrades as home specification can very. Calls to 03 numbers are charged at the same rate as dialling an 01 or 02 number. If your 
fixed line or mobile service has inclusive minutes to 01/02 numbers, then called to 03 are counted as part of this inclusive call volume. Non-BT customers and mobile 
phone users should contact their service providers for information on the cost of calls.

BRAND NEW COMMUNITIES 
WITH HOMES YOU’LL LOVE LEICESTERSHIRE

New Lubbesthorpe Laxford Road, 
Lubbesthorpe LE19 4DE
Wigston Meadows Newton Road, 
Wigston LE18 3UR

Wigston Meadows Kilby Bridge
Waldens Way, Wigston LE18 3AE

King’s Meadow Kirby Lane,
Melton Mowbray LE14 2TS

City Heights
Coming soon in 2026

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Hollygate Green Hollygate Lane, 
Cotgrave NG12 3JW

Fernwood Village Phoenix Way,
Newark NG24 3UA

Barratt Thoresby Vale Ollerton Rd,
Edwinstowe NG21 9PS

LINCOLNSHIRE 
The Meadows Off Camp Road,
Witham St Hughs LN6 9XN

SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
Knights View Doncaster Road,
Langold S81 9RS

Thornberry Gardens Lodge Lange, 
Dinnington S25 2PB

DERBYSHIRE 
Ashbourne Airfield 
Harrison Way, DE6 1LS

The Spires Inkersall Green Road, 
Chesterfield S43 3YJ

5 STAR
HOMEBUILDER 
FOR 17 YEARS’



DONATE VOLUNTEER FUNDRAISE PARTNER
WITH US

JOIN IN
Be a part 

of our
community

Businesses
welcome!

Help us make
an even bigger

difference

Share your
time & skills

with us

Every £
makes a

difference

www.leicestershirelgbtqcentre.org

info@leicestershirelgbtqcentre.org

LASTS ALL YEAR

0116 254 7412 (Mon-Thurs, 9am - 5pm) 

POWERED BY COMMUNITY, BUILT TO THRIVE

Your support helps Leicestershire LGBTQ+ Centre
continue to provide free support and safe spaces for
LGBTQ+ people throughout Leicestershire all year round. 

LeicestershireLGBTQCentre

Free social & support groups

Safe & welcoming community spaces

Information, signposting, and advocacy

Free counselling sessions for those in need

Outreach into Communities

YOUR SUPPORT HELPS US PROVIDE:

Scan to donate 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL
LGBTQ+ CENTRE TODAY!

PPRRIIDDEE

Every donation, no matter the size, helps keep
our community connected. 

For five decades, Leicestershire LGBTQ+ Centre has
championed the rights, wellbeing, and visibility of
LGBTQ+ people in Leicestershire and beyond.

Since our founding in 1976 as one of the UK’s first LGBTQ+
helplines, we’ve grown into a trailblazing force for
inclusivity and change. Today, we are the leading hub of
support for LGBTQ+ communities across Leicester,
Leicestershire, and Rutland.

Through social and support groups, counselling services,
community outreach, and practical advocacy, we provide a
safe and inclusive space where people can come together,
access support, and feel they belong.

“The Centre is a safe and understanding
space where I can truly be myself.”

Counselling Client

800+ 
people supported
each year

1,750+ 
hours of 1-2-1
support each year

37+ 
Free groups and
activities each month

50 
Years supporting our
LGBTQ+ community 

...  50 ...  50 
years old!years old!

POWERED BY COMMUNITY, 

BUILT TO THRIVE.



fu-media.co.uk

M A R K E T I n g   C O M M U N I C A T I O N S   P R
E V E N T S   S O C I A L  M E D I A  M A N A G E M E N T

Visibility matters.  
Community matters. 

Representation matters.
PRIDE MATTERS.



At David Wilson, our homes are thoughtfully designed in 
sought-after locations across the Midlands, they offer the space, 
quality and lifestyle today's buyers are looking for.

dwh.co.uk
or call 0333 355 8473

sales.bdliving@barrattredrow.co.uk 
01530 513900 

DISCOVER EXCEPTIONAL 
NEW COMMUNITIES 
WITH DAVID WILSON HOMES

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Thoresby Vale 
Ollerton Rd, Edwinstowe 
NG21 9PS

Elm Tree Park
Blidworth Lane,
Rainworth NG21 0HF

The Stables
Hollygate Lane, 
Cotgrave NG12 3HE

LINCOLNSHIRE
Lancaster Grove
Azalea Lane, 
Witham St Hughs LN6 9XN

DERBYSHIRE
Bluebell Meadows
Off Inkersall Rd, 
Chesterfield S43 3YJ

Offers and schemes are correct at the time of printing and may be subject to change. Limited availability, selected plots only. Subject to status, terms and conditions 
apply. Moving schemes not available in conjunction with cash incentives. £99* reservation fee not available on moving schemes. See www.barratthomes.co.uk for full 
details. BDW Trading Limited [number 03018173] whore registered office is Barratt House, Cartwright Way, Forest Business Park, Bardon Hill, Coalville, Leicestershire 
LE67 1UF. “BDW” is a subsidiary of Barratt Developments PLC. *We are the only major housebuilder to be awarded this award 17 years running. "We", "our", "us" refers 

to the Barratt Redrow plc Group brands. Our Group brands include Barratt Homes, Barratt London, David Wilson Homes and Redrow. Prices correct at time of going to 
press. Advertising images may include upgrades as home specification can very. Calls to 03 numbers are charged at the same rate as dialling an 01 or 02 number. If your 
fixed line or mobile service has inclusive minutes to 01/02 numbers, then called to 03 are counted as part of this inclusive call volume. Non-BT customers and mobile 
phone users should contact their service providers for information on the cost of calls.

BD Living create 
beautifully crafted 
wardrobes and matching 
furniture designed to 
maximise space, 
enhance style and bring 
effortless organisation to 
your home.  
From modern finishes to 
classic designs, our 
collection offers a variety 
of styles to complement 
your home. 

Take the first step 
towards transforming 
your bedroom by 
contacting our Sales 
Team today. 

Mention code

PRIDE2026
to receive a 

complimentary

15% discount! 

Expertly hand 
crafted in the UK

O
FFERBring this leaflet 

into one of our 

Sales Centres and 

receive a lighting 

package in your 

new home.

O
FFER
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A free bus service will be running throughout the day 
between Rainbow & Dove on Charles St and Abbey Park.



Proud to support
Leicester Pride
Local energy experts, powered 
by Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

We Do Energy Right By You
fl ogas.co.uk

Powered by People



Mortgage Bureau 
Proudly sponsors
Leicester Pride
Celebrating pride, community
and a place to call home.

www.mortgagebureau.net

Third Space

Strengthening Community Wellbeing

HOMEHOME

WORKWORK

cOMMUNITYcOMMUNITY

Health & Wellbeing Marquee
at Leicester Pride
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LAST YEAR LAST YEAR



13 FEB – 6 MAR

COMING TO                IN 2027

fossepark.co.uk

LOVE
ALWAYS

WINS

Proud sponsors of Leicester pride.



Discover the world with Pride
BIRSTALL MOT & SERVICE CENTRE

CAR SALES - www.birstallautos.uk

0116 2674 432



DHL are proud sponsors of Leicester Pride 
and embrace Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and 
Belonging across our network.

PROUD 
TO STAND 
AS ONE
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THANK YOU

A big thank you to all our principle partners and sponsors, without whose 
financial support this LGBTQIA+ festival would not be possible.



CHRISTMAS AT

Book by 
DAVID GREIG

Music by 
MARC SHAIMAN

Lyrics by 
SCOTT WITTMAN 
MARC SHAIMAN

Based on the novel by ROALD DAHL
Songs from the Motion Picture by LESLIE BRICUSSE and ANTHONY NEWLEY

Director NIKOLAI FOSTER
Presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International

Original artwork ©️Nick Sharratt, 2009

30 NOV – 3 JAN

Curve Theatre (Leicester Theatre Trust Limited, registered charity no. 230708) gratefully acknowledges the continued support of Arts Council England 
and the generosity of our donors (including Gifts in Wills), corporate partners and trust and foundation supporters.

21 NOV – 9 JAN

Curve and Rebel Sparks co-production

Based on the book by Kes Gray   Adapted for stage by Sarah Middleton
Co-Directors Hannah Stone and Ria Ashcroft

Music and Lyrics Darren Clark
Set and Costume Design Abby Clarke


